It was during the summer of 2012 that I was first invited by Gallina and Gennady Pivnyak to give a presentation to students at the National Mining University in Dnipropetrovsk. Galina was interested to hear that I was the author of an adventure story book for children. This prompted her to explain that as I was a native speaker of the English language it would be beneficial for students at the university who were taking English as part of their studies to be able to listen to my presentation, and afterwards to have the opportunity to ask me whatever questions they liked. The intention being for the students to practice their English language skills, and through their questions to learn a little about life and culture in the United Kingdom.

On the agreed day I was met at the university by Svetlana who first of all made me a nice cup of tea, this was very much appreciated as having a cup of tea is a well known tradition with the English, and is always welcomed in all situations. Svetlana explained that students studying a wide range of subjects would be attending, but first of all I would be having a question and answers interview with the local media, followed by talking with the students.
At this point the nerves began to appear, despite the calming effect of the tea! However, I need not have worried as once the presentation began I realised that the students were genuinely interested in hearing what I had to say, and were very attentive at all times. I began by explaining about the area in the North West of England where I live, and then moved onto explain about my work as a Museum Engineer for the local government authority. I was aware that some students might only have a basic grasp of the English language, so I tried to make a conscious effort to speak a little more slowly than usual, and to try not to use words or phrases that are traditional only to the area where I live.

By the time I had finished explaining about myself I was feeling a lot more relaxed and comfortable in front of the students. This relaxation was helped by the interaction of the tutors present who through their questions and comments brought some light humour and fun to certain aspects of the conversation.
At this point I invited any questions. There was a good response from the students in general, but particularly from those that wanted to know about English football teams, while others asked about the differences in food between Ukraine and the UK. One question I had to be very careful about answering, bearing in mind that there were a good number of women in the audience, came from a young man on the front row who asked ‘Are the women in Ukraine more attractive than those in the UK?’ In any situation the best answer is honesty, so I agreed that of course both countries had beautiful women, but I must admit that women in the Ukraine do appear to take a greater pride in their smart and fashionable appearance. 
There is an English saying that time goes quickly when you are enjoying yourself, and so it was for me during the presentation. It was all too soon time to finish. I was warmly thanked for my time and was presented with a booklet about the Mining University. I was glad that everyone had enjoyed the presentation, and I hoped that I had been of some small help for those learning English. Most of all my memory of the day was how welcome I had been made, and the attentive and courteous manner of the students at all times.
When I was again invited to talk to the students in September 2013 I was only too happy to agree, and this time with no nerves!

I send best wishes and thanks to all the students and tutors at the University for making me so welcome, it was very much appreciated. Good luck with your studies! I look forward to meeting you all again in the future. 

